WSU Arboretum Proposal

“The idea of having a botanical garden or arboretum on the
Washington State University campus has long been a goal of many
people. Committees have been formed in the past and sites
proposed but the goal has yet to be realized.” R.L. Mize 1983

Proposed Site for the WSU Arboretum and Botanical Garden

A portion of the landscape managed by the USDA Plant Materials Center (highlighted in the background south of
the Palouse Ridge Golf Course) provides the only remaining opportunity for the establishment of a major
arboretum and botanical garden system on the Pullman campus of Washington State University. The proposed
WSU Arboretum site is a beautiful and logical companion to the Palouse Ridge Golf Club and would create a
large campus green space system integrated via corridors and trails with the central campus pedestrian mall.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Efforts to establish a major arboretum and botanical garden system with
facilities and programming for science education, research, and public outreach
have been underway for many decades at Washington State University, but never
have been fulfilled. Given the rapid growth and expansion of building and
recreational activities on the WSU campus, the land base for such a popular and
inherently beneficial land use is shrinking quickly. It is critical that something be
done immediately to remedy this situation, if WSU is ever to have the kind of
future educational opportunities and research facilities expected of such a major
land-grant university. However, representatives of three entities at WSU recently considered this challenge and
now offer a dramatic solution to this issue, one that could establish a beautiful and permanent site for the creation
of the WSU Arboretum and Botanical Garden. The Plant Materials Center of the U.S.D.A on the Pullman campus

is willing to consider the creation of an arboretum system on its landscape on approximately 100 acres south of
the golf course. The adjacent land manager, the Department of Natural Resource Sciences (CAHNRS), concurs
with this proposed land use and offers supporting facilities (equipment, greenhouses, propagation, and nursery
facilities) and personnel for the creation of the arboretum.
The WSU Arboretum and Botanical Garden Committee, the university-level committee formally charged with
advising the WSU administration on this task, is well qualified and prepared to work with the university
community to develop a comprehensive master plan for design and initial establishment, operation, and funding
of such an arboretum system. However, the land use proposal offered herein describes the basic opportunities
and rationale for creating a major arboretum system at Washington State University. It also describes the flexible
options such a plan would present to WSU to leverage several unique, high-profile teaching and research
programs that not only would complement the WSU Arboretum and Botanical Garden, but create a truly
magnificent University showcase, and a one-of-its-kind arboretum and science-education facility.

Rod Sayler, Department of Natural Resource Sciences
!
& WSU Arboretum Committee
Mark Stannard, USDA Pullman Plant Materials Center
Washington State University, 2007

Opening quote from: R.L. Mize. 1983. A Master Plan for a Botanical Garden on the Washington State University Campus.
Unpublished report. Department of Horticulture and Landscape Architecture. Washington State University. Pullman, WA.
129 pages.

Proposed Arboretum Site

Introduction: The Need
For many decades, there have been discussions and proposals by individuals and committees interested in
creating an arboretum and botanical garden system at Washington State University. However, despite broad
popular support within WSU and the Cougar community, this idea has never gained much traction in formal land
development plans for the Pullman campus. Because of limited resources, higher priorities have always been
placed on sites for new buildings, athletic facilities, pens, roads, and parking lots. Another contributing factor is
that a master plan for an arboretum has never been generated that fully addresses fund-raising strategies as well
as creative development options that leverage WSU’s unique teaching and research capabilities in agriculture,
ecology, environmental science, horticulture and landscape architecture, natural resources, sustainability, wildlife
conservation, and veterinary science. Unfortunately, this situation has resulted in WSU not having the public-use
facilities and campus landscape that one ordinarily would expect of such a large land grant university.
The existing campus land base that potentially could support a major arboretum and botanical garden facility
is rapidly disappearing. Expansion of the road system, new athletic facilities such as the Palouse Ridge Golf Club,
and buildings and animal pens have either consumed or fragmented most of the campus landscape. Land use at
WSU is now at a tipping point. If a suitable land base is not identified quickly and dedicated to the operation of
an arboretum system (including associated green space, trails, natural areas, and public-use facilities), WSU will
not likely be able to ever have such a facility on its campus. Such a beneficial and inherently popular land use
provides many benefits to campus visitors, professionals attending and offering conferences, students and faculty,
and our whole Cougar community. This conceptual proposal outlines a last-ditch effort to identify and secure a
suitable land base for the WSU Arboretum and Botanical Garden system. If we fail this time, it is likely that we
will fail forever.
The Proposal
Recently, several entities at WSU have come together to address this challenge and now offer a significant
new development opportunity in campus land use that could accommodate a formal arboretum system. The
Plant Materials Center of the U.S.D.A. on the Pullman campus is willing to consider the creation of an arboretum
system on its landscape on approximately 100 acres south of the existing golf course. The adjacent land manager,
the Department of Natural Resource Sciences (CAHNRS), concurs with this proposed land use and offers
supporting facilities (equipment, greenhouses, propagation and nursery facilities) and personnel for the creation
of the arboretum. This situation creates an unparalleled opportunity to finally develop a formal arboretum
system. This conceptual proposal describes some of the site options and requests that this land use be considered
and approved by the WSU administration as a necessary first and critical step in developing the arboretum.
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The campus landscape (center background) of the USDA Plant Materials Center on the WSU campus contains
trails, a pond, and several clusters of mature trees, already used informally as a trail system and natural area by
the public. This portion of the site can be enhanced to allow some of the expected amenities of an arboretum to
be created relatively quickly.
The Proposed Site
The proposed arboretum site (maps in Appendix 1,2,3) is located on property managed by the Pullman Plant
Materials Center of the Natural Resources Conservation Service (U.S.D.A.), directed by Dr. Mark Stannard. The
site is about 100 acres, encompassing a small valley with surrounding hill sides and slopes, and is bordered by a
small creek that drains into Paradise Creek through property managed by the City of Pullman. The area is likely
the only suitable site remaining on the WSU campus for an arboretum system, because the small valley has the
necessary isolation from busy roads and the flatter topography required for public trails and walking access on an
otherwise extremely hilly campus.
Site Advantages
This site provides a large number of advantages for establishing an arboretum system, not the least of which
is that it conforms to the Pullman Master Plan and once was considered for that very purpose. A master plan for
a botanical garden was jointly approved by the Pullman Plant Materials Center and WSU in the 1980s. Funding
issues apparently stopped that plan from moving forward. The site is adjacent to campus property under longterm management by the Department of Natural Resource Sciences, which aside from shop, greenhouse, and
5

wildlife pens and research facilities, is managed as a natural outdoor educational laboratory. The main
headquarters for the Pullman Plant Materials Center is also nearby, providing additional compatible land use,
facilities, and programming. Thus, the adjacent land use is not only compatible with an arboretum, but supports
it in several unique ways that can be leveraged in science and public education programming for an arboretum
system.
This campus site already contains a series of experimental plots for the restoration of native Palouse Prairie,
as well as a variety of long-term horticultural accessions used for research. Consequently, there are already useful
long-term ecological and horticultural data available and ecological research is being conducted on the site by
WSU faculty. Such a demonstration plot for restoring Palouse Prairie would be entirely consistent with our
geographic and cultural heritage and contribute to a sense of the “ecology of place” for the community and
visitors.
The proposed arboretum site provides an appropriate size plot of land that is relatively isolated compared to
other remaining land parcels on the periphery of campus. In addition, the site already contains a gravel access
road and some trails, a pond, a small creek, and some forested slopes with mature timber, which would mean that
the arboretum would not have to start completely from scratch to quickly have utility and public appeal.
Options for Siting Other Facilities
Another important advantage to this site is that it provides flexible opportunities to locate and integrate a
number of facilities that have been discussed for possible future development on the WSU campus, most notably
including the WSU Bear Research Center (currently proposed for relocation), which is a major public attraction
for WSU and one that receives many thousands of visitors each year. Other facilities that potentially could be
integrated with a modular-development design include a Wildlife and Natural Resource Center, Raptor Recovery
Center, as well as a Native American Cultural Center. If such an integrated, modular-facility were to be carefully
designed into an arboretum landscape, it would allow WSU to leverage several high-profile research and
education activities, including an endangered species conservation program, and create a distinctive physical and
educational setting for the arboretum that would be a showcase environment for WSU.
Small Conference and
Retreat Center
One of the major
development possibilities
for an arboretum and
botanical garden facility
would be the inclusion of
a small conference and
meeting center that could
host workshops, special
events, campus retreats,
and conferences for about
75 - 100 people. The
Center for Urban
Horticulture (pictured)
occupies just such a small,
but beautiful facility on
the University of
Washington campus and
provides an intimate and
inviting environment for
hosting and catering small
groups.
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Collaborating WSU Entities
Aside from the Pullman Plant
Materials Center and the
Department of Natural Resource
Sciences, there are several colleges
and programs that likely would
benefit from these facilities and
this land use, including the
College of Agricultural, Human,
and Natural Resource Sciences,
College of Sciences, College of
Education, College of Veterinary
Medicine, and the new Center for
Environmental Education,
Research, and Outreach (CEREO).
If this proposed land use and
conceptual plan is approved for
formal consideration and
development, these programs and
the Cougar community as a whole would be invited by the WSU Arboretum and Botanical Garden Committee to
participate in visioning and master planning for the WSU Arboretum and Botanical Garden.
Campus Ecology Program
Campus ecology and sustainability programs are thriving in universities across the country and engaging
students in the education and actions needed to address global climate change and issues of equity, justice, and
sustainability in the world. The WSU Arboretum and Botanical Garden, combined with the multi-disciplinary
centers and programs it could host, would create synergies in education and research that are difficult to create
strictly within the confines of classroom walls. The arboretum system would be a campus within a campus, a
vibrant, ever-changing science laboratory, engaging people with living plants and animals and the natural world.
Start Up Strategy

The creation of the WSU Arboretum and

Washington State University quite likely does not have a
Botanical Garden system would provide
major arboretum system, partly because long-term development
an opportunity for a multi-million
issues of funding and staffing also have prevented the institution
dollar donation to Washington State
from taking the critical first step in establishing an arboretum that of acquiring the necessary land base. However, the land base University for a founder to name and
establish the arboretum.
is pivotal to every other aspect of building an arboretum
program, because without real land and at least a conceptual
master plan, fundraising is difficult. The creation of the WSU
Arboretum and Botanical Garden system would provide an opportunity for a multi-million dollar donation to
Washington State University for a founder to name and establish the arboretum.
The land base and a broad conceptual plan for an arboretum system creates its own funding opportunities
and momentum by providing a major reason for donors to contribute to this extremely popular cause at
Washington State University. Such donations are unlikely to compete with any existing fundraising initiatives,
and actually represent an underutilized opportunity for WSU to expand its donor and support programs in a way
that will create binding ties between the public and our institutional landscape.
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Including a beautiful glass conservatory as part of the WSU Arboretum and Botanical Garden would make the
arboretum functional 7 days a weeks, 365 days a year, and allow visitors to experience lush tropical vegetation
year around. The WSU Arboretum will be a destination feature, drawing thousands of visitors to campus each
year for events ranging from conferences to even weddings, and create binding ties with the Cougar community.
Concerns about staffing and personnel have also contributed to prevent formation of a comprehensive
arboretum system, because such a system cannot simply be added onto the burdens of limited existing staff.
However, the chair of the existing arboretum committee, Dr. Rod Sayler, will make a full-time and professional
commitment to direct the project to raise funds, design and create an arboretum system as a community-building
project, and make the arboretum operational over the critical first 3-5 years. When available funding from several
identified sources, such as an existing endowment, are combined for this reason, it would allow several seasonal
staff to be hired and a volunteer support program to be created, which would allow the arboretum to begin
operations immediately, using an approach common to the daily operations of major arboretums elsewhere.
Conclusion: Time to Grow at WSU
Washington State University is a major land-grant research university that deserves to have a portion of its
campus landscape devoted to the teaching, science, and public-use programs associated with a modern
arboretum and botanical garden system. Our landscape should reflect our land-grant heritage as well as our
commitment to future sustainability and our determination to solve the problems of conserving the living,
breathing, natural world that surrounds and nurtures humanity. Our landscape should reflect our love of life and
education and our promise to make the future world better for everyone. Washington State University deserves
to have a place and the time to grow its future. Now is our time and our opportunity to place a permanent, a
beautiful, and a lasting mark on Washington State University by dedicating the land to create the WSU
Arboretum and Botanical Garden.
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Appendix 1: Location of the proposed Arboretum site relative to the master plan for the Pullman campus.
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Appendix 2: Aerial view of the portion of the Pullman Plant Materials Center proposed for locating the WSU Arboretum and Botanical Garden
system.
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Appendix 3: Land use on the portion of the Pullman Plant Materials Center proposed for locating the WSU Arboretum and Botanical Garden system.

